
instruction, strictly objective, unadorned through style or man
nerism. As soon as capability in handicraft has been fully devel
oped, more individual work may follow. As artistic performance it

will develop best afterwards and outside the school.

~Te repeat, our drawing is the study of objective representation.

In Basic Design CWerklehre) - design with material- we culti
vate particularly feeling for material and space. It stands in contrast
to a pure manual training in various handicrafts, which only applies
traditionally fixed methods of work. We do not aim at "a little book
binding", "a little carpentry", but rather a general constructive
thinking, especially a building thinking, which must be the basis of
every work with any material. Basic Design is a forming out of
material (e.g. paper, cardboard, metal sheets, wire), which demon
strates the possibilities and. limits of materials. This method empha
sizes learning, a personal experience, rather than teaching. And so
it is important to make inventions and discoveries. The idea is not
to copy a book or a table, but to attain a finger-tip feeling for ma
terial. Therefore we work with as few tools as possible and prefer
material that has been infrequently used, such as corrugated paper,
wire, wire netting. "Tith well-known materials we seek to find un

tried possibilities.

Basic Design deals mainly with two subjects, with matiere studies
on the one hand and material studies on the other.

Matiere studies are concerned with the appearance, the surface
(epidermis) of material. Here we distinguish structure, facture,
texture. We classify the appearances according to optical and tactile
perception. We represent them by drawing and other means. In
combination exercises we examine the relationship of different sur
face qualities. Just as color reacts to and influences color - in con
trast or affinity - so one matiere influences another.

Material studies are conGerned with the capacity of materials. We
examine firmness, looseness, elasticity; extensibility and compres
sibility; folding and bending - in short technical properties. These
studies in connection with the mathematical inherence of form
result in construction exercises. With these we try to develop an
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